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coming under mounting legal challenges and
is currently defending against two separate
lawsuits seeking public release of export li-
censing information subject to the confiden-
tiality provisions of section 12(c) of the EAA.

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this very timely measure that will
provide the authorities our regulators need to
deter companies and individuals from export-
ing dual-use goods and technologies to coun-
tries and uses of concern and to protect the
confidentiality of the export control process.
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of myself and Representative THOMAS
DAVIS, I rise today to recognize the Wesley
Housing Development Corporation on 25
years of service.

We are all aware of the national problem
that is especially acute in Washington and
other metropolitan areas. The booming econ-
omy has severely tightened the rental market,
putting low and moderate rental properties out
of reach for scores of our citizens.

True to its mission, Wesley Housing has pi-
oneered affordable housing solutions that
have stabilized and strengthened families,
neighborhoods and entire communities
throughout Northern Virginia.

Additionally, through its efforts to empower
these residents, it has formed partnerships
with area institutions of higher learning to as-
sist residents in acquiring the necessary skills
and training central to competing in this new
age of information and technology.

Many of our colleagues here in Congress
have espoused the notion of bridging the dig-
ital divide.

Mr. Speaker, it is through community efforts
as demonstrated by the Wesley Housing De-
velopment Corporation that we are able to
achieve this reality.

During 25 years of service, it has remained
true to one general theme which has been
vital to its success, everyone counts.

Over these years, it has served over 7,000
residents including the elderly, physically dis-
abled persons, those living with HIV and
AIDS, and those representing a broad spec-
trum of ethnic backgrounds.

Mr. Speaker, we take great pride in com-
mending the Welsey Housing Development
Corporation on a job well done during its 25
years of service.

Thanks to the men and women of this Cor-
poration who have answered the call of duty
for our most neediest citizens, our outlook for
tomorrow is much brighter.
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Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, school-based

health centers provide a valuable service for
the youth of America. Students across this
country rely on their parents for critical advice,
judgement and emotional support. However,
for the small percentage of children who are
not fortunate enough to have an involved par-
ent, school-based health centers become vital
for the welfare of those kids and the commu-
nity they serve.

We have to admit to ourselves that some
parents do not live up to their responsibility.
Far too many children today are the product of
neglect, bad parenting, and broken homes.
Therefore, many local communities have de-
cided to play a positive role in the lives of
these students by offering them an opportunity
to seek help from school-based health cen-
ters.

Mr. COBURN’s motion prohibits any federal
funding for emergency contraception provided
to elementary and secondary school-based
health clinics. Contrary to our shared national
goal of reducing unintended pregnancies, this
motion tries to confuse abortion with preventa-
tive contraception. Emergency contraception
can be used after having unprotected sex or
if a method of birth control fails and a woman
does not want to become pregnant. This pro-
cedure, which has been deemed safe and ef-
fective by the Food and Drug Administration,
prevents pregnancy. It does not abort preg-
nancy.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to note one thing
for the record. I do not advocate the federal
government funding these programs at the el-
ementary school level. But because this mo-
tion overreaches and includes secondary
schools as well, I can not support the Coburn
amendment in its current form.

Local school-based health centers were es-
tablished by community representatives, par-
ents, youth and family organizations to ad-
dress the needs within their community. These
centers provide a confidential, safe place for
teens to receive health-care services and re-
lated counseling. Although pregnancy is a se-
rious mater which should be dealt with in a
family environment, I feel school-based health
clinics offer a necessary option to prevent un-
wanted pregnancies.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise to pay special tribute to a

true American patriot, Mr. John L. Steer. John
served his country with great distinction while
protecting the values and ideals of democracy.
A decorated war hero for his gallant service
and duty in the Vietnam War, John Steer cou-
rageously fought and nearly gave his life for
his country as a paratrooper with the 173rd
Airborne Infantry Division of the United States
Army.

During many encounters with the enemy,
John was wounded, but continued to fight and
assist his fallen comrades. In one of the most
remembered battles, Hill 875 at Dak To, John
was shot several times and most of the men
in his battalion were killed. However, John sur-
vived that terrible time period and was deco-
rated for his service in the conflict. In total,
John was awarded two Purple Hearts, the Sil-
ver Star for gallantry in action, the Bronze
Star, and the Army Commendation Medal.
John’s actions truly keep with the highest tra-
ditions of military service.

Mr. Speaker, life after Vietnam brought
many things to many individuals. For John
Steer, it brought a calling to God and contin-
ued service to veterans across our nation.
Today, as a Christian evangelist and minister,
John Steer speaks to groups across the nation
about his experiences and how to make the
most out of life. As the founder of Living Word
Christian Ministries, John and his wife, Donna,
were recognized by President George Bush at
the 682nd Presidential Point of Life for oper-
ating Fort Steer—a refuge for addicted and
traumatized veterans.

John Steer is also a nationally known artist,
author, songwriter, speaker, and recording
star. He has written several books about his
service in Vietnam and has recorded fourteen
country-style gospel and patriotic albums. He
performed in front of more than 50,000 people
at the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial in Washington, DC. In 1999, John won
three awards by the North American Country
Music Association International, including Male
Vocalist of the Year for traditional gospel
music and Patriotic Song of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, the men and women who
serve in the United States armed forces un-
selfishly put their lives on the line to protect
the banner of freedom that we enjoy as Ameri-
cans. Veterans, like John Steer, prove that
sacrifice is difficult, but continuing with life is
truly rewarding for oneself and those one
touches. It is often said that America prospers
due to the unselfish acts of her sons and
daughters. John’s dedicated service in Viet-
nam and his current efforts as a minister, au-
thor, and artist are a glowing example of how
proud all Americans should be of our vet-
erans. I would urge my colleagues to stand
and join me in paying special tribute to John
L. Steer—a true American hero.
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, today, I want
to congratulate Mike Wilson of Niles, Ohio for
being chosen as this year’s ‘‘Gary Komarow
Memorial Executive Officer Of The Year
Award’’ winner. Mike is a valuable part of our
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